
THE DOCTRINES OF THE BIBLE 
Titus 2:1 But speak thou the things which become sound doctrine: 

Study 30 
THE RAPTURE 

Tonight we will discuss THE RAPTURE OF BELIEVERS as it is taught in the Scriptures. 
 

1) THE WORD RAPTURE DOES NOT APPEAR IN THE SCRIPTURES THOUGH 
THE EVENT DOES. 
2 Thessalonians 2:1 ¶ Now we beseech you, brethren, by the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, and by our 
gathering together unto him, 
 2 That ye be not soon shaken in mind, or be troubled, neither by spirit, nor by word, nor by letter as from us, 
as that the day of Christ is at hand. 
 3 ¶ Let no man deceive you by any means: for that day shall not come, except there come a falling away first, 
and that man of sin be revealed, the son of perdition; 
 4 Who opposeth and exalteth himself above all that is called God, or that is worshipped; so that he as God 
sitteth in the temple of God, shewing himself that he is God. 
 5 Remember ye not, that, when I was yet with you, I told you these things? 
 6 And now ye know what withholdeth that he might be revealed in his time. 
 7 For the mystery of iniquity doth already work: only he who now letteth will let, until he be taken out of the 
way. 
 

The biblical term used is “our gathering together unto him.”  This of course is the rapture.  The 
definition of the word rapture is transport.  We will be transported one day when Jesus appears. 
 
2) THE EVENT OF THE RAPTURE IS RECORDED IN SCRIPTURE. 
Revelation 6:12 And I beheld when he had opened the sixth seal, and, lo, there was a great earthquake; and 
the sun became black as sackcloth of hair, and the moon became as blood; 
 13 And the stars of heaven fell unto the earth, even as a fig tree casteth her untimely figs, when she is shaken 
of a mighty wind. 
 14 And the heaven departed as a scroll when it is rolled together; and every mountain and island were moved 
out of their places. 
 15 And the kings of the earth, and the great men, and the rich men, and the chief captains, and the mighty 
men, and every bondman, and every free man, hid themselves in the dens and in the rocks of the mountains; 
 16 And said to the mountains and rocks, Fall on us, and hide us from the face of him that sitteth on the throne, 
and from the wrath of the Lamb: 
 17 For the great day of his wrath is come; and who shall be able to stand? 
 

Revelation 7:1 ¶ And after these things I saw four angels standing on the four corners of the earth, holding the 
four winds of the earth, that the wind should not blow on the earth, nor on the sea, nor on any tree. 
 2 And I saw another angel ascending from the east, having the seal of the living God: and he cried with a loud 
voice to the four angels, to whom it was given to hurt the earth and the sea, 
 3 Saying, Hurt not the earth, neither the sea, nor the trees, till we have sealed the servants of our God in their 
foreheads. 
 4 And I heard the number of them which were sealed: and there were sealed an hundred and forty and four 
thousand of all the tribes of the children of Israel. 
 5 Of the tribe of Juda were sealed twelve thousand. Of the tribe of Reuben were sealed twelve thousand. Of 
the tribe of Gad were sealed twelve thousand. 
 6 Of the tribe of Aser were sealed twelve thousand. Of the tribe of Nepthalim were sealed twelve thousand. Of 
the tribe of Manasses were sealed twelve thousand. 
 7 Of the tribe of Simeon were sealed twelve thousand. Of the tribe of Levi were sealed twelve thousand. Of the 
tribe of Issachar were sealed twelve thousand. 
 8 Of the tribe of Zabulon were sealed twelve thousand. Of the tribe of Joseph were sealed twelve thousand. Of 
the tribe of Benjamin were sealed twelve thousand. 
 9 After this I beheld, and, lo, a great multitude, which no man could number, of all nations, and kindreds, and 
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people, and tongues, stood before the throne, and before the Lamb, clothed with white robes, and palms in 
their hands; 
 10 And cried with a loud voice, saying, Salvation to our God which sitteth upon the throne, and unto the 
Lamb. 
 11 And all the angels stood round about the throne, and about the elders and the four beasts, and fell before 
the throne on their faces, and worshipped God, 
 12 Saying, Amen: Blessing, and glory, and wisdom, and thanksgiving, and honour, and power, and might, be 
unto our God for ever and ever. Amen. 
 13 ¶ And one of the elders answered, saying unto me, What are these which are arrayed in white robes? and 
whence came they? 
 14 And I said unto him, Sir, thou knowest. And he said to me, These are they which came out of great tribula-
tion, and have washed their robes, and made them white in the blood of the Lamb. 
 15 Therefore are they before the throne of God, and serve him day and night in his temple: and he that sitteth 
on the throne shall dwell among them. 
 16 They shall hunger no more, neither thirst any more; neither shall the sun light on them, nor any heat. 
 17 For the Lamb which is in the midst of the throne shall feed them, and shall lead them unto living fountains 
of waters: and God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes. 
 

I believe that the sixth seal mentioned in Revelation describes the event of the Rapture and 
what simultaneously happens on earth. 
 

1 Corinthians 15:51 ¶ Behold, I shew you a mystery; We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed, 
 52 In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump: for the trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall 
be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed. 
 53 For this corruptible must put on incorruption, and this mortal must put on immortality. 
 54 So when this corruptible shall have put on incorruption, and this mortal shall have put on immortality, 
then shall be brought to pass the saying that is written, Death is swallowed up in victory. 
 55 O death, where is thy sting? O grave, where is thy victory? 
 56  The sting of death is sin; and the strength of sin is the law. 
 57 But thanks be to God, which giveth us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

This is also a record of what will take place at the Rapture. 
 

1 Thessalonians 4:13 ¶ But I would not have you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning them which are asleep, 
that ye sorrow not, even as others which have no hope. 
 14 For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so them also which sleep in Jesus will God bring 
with him. 
 15 For this we say unto you by the word of the Lord, that we which are alive and remain unto the coming of 
the Lord shall not prevent them which are asleep. 
 16 For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the 
trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first: 
 17 Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord 
in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord. 
 18 Wherefore comfort one another with these words. 
 

The phrase “caught up together” is the Rapture. 
 

Matthew 24:29 Immediately after the tribulation of those days shall the sun be darkened, and the moon shall 
not give her light, and the stars shall fall from heaven, and the powers of the heavens shall be shaken: 
 30 And then shall appear the sign of the Son of man in heaven: and then shall all the tribes of the earth 
mourn, and they shall see the Son of man coming in the clouds of heaven with power and great glory. 
 31 And he shall send his angels with a great sound of a trumpet, and they shall gather together his elect from 
the four winds, from one end of heaven to the other. 
 

Once again the phrase “gather together his elect” is referring to the Rapture of believers. 
 

3) THE RAPTURE IS THE BLESSED HOPE OF THE BELIEVER. 
Titus 2:13 Looking for that blessed hope, and the glorious appearing of the great God and our Saviour Jesus 
Christ; 
 
 
 



4) THE APPEARING OF JESUS IS NOT THE SAME THING AS HIS RETURN TO 
EARTH. 
1 Thessalonians 3:12 And the Lord make you to increase and abound in love one toward another, and toward 
all men, even as we do toward you: 
 13 To the end he may stablish your hearts unblameable in holiness before God, even our Father, at the com-
ing of our Lord Jesus Christ with all his saints. 
 

Revelation 19:11 ¶ And I saw heaven opened, and behold a white horse; and he that sat upon him was called 
Faithful and True, and in righteousness he doth judge and make war. 
 12  His eyes were as a flame of fire, and on his head were many crowns; and he had a name written, that no 
man knew, but he himself. 
 13 And he was clothed with a vesture dipped in blood: and his name is called The Word of God. 
 14 And the armies which were in heaven followed him upon white horses, clothed in fine linen, white and 
clean. 
 15 And out of his mouth goeth a sharp sword, that with it he should smite the nations: and he shall rule them 
with a rod of iron: and he treadeth the winepress of the fierceness and wrath of Almighty God. 
 16 And he hath on his vesture and on his thigh a name written, KING OF KINGS, AND LORD OF LORDS. 
 17 And I saw an angel standing in the sun; and he cried with a loud voice, saying to all the fowls that fly in 
the midst of heaven, Come and gather yourselves together unto the supper of the great God; 
 18 That ye may eat the flesh of kings, and the flesh of captains, and the flesh of mighty men, and the flesh of 
horses, and of them that sit on them, and the flesh of all men, both free and bond, both small and great. 
 19 And I saw the beast, and the kings of the earth, and their armies, gathered together to make war against 
him that sat on the horse, and against his army. 
 20 And the beast was taken, and with him the false prophet that wrought miracles before him, with which he 
deceived them that had received the mark of the beast, and them that worshipped his image. These both were 
cast alive into a lake of fire burning with brimstone. 
 21 And the remnant were slain with the sword of him that sat upon the horse, which sword proceeded out of 
his mouth: and all the fowls were filled with their flesh. 
 

Revelation 20:1 ¶ And I saw an angel come down from heaven, having the key of the bottomless pit and a 
great chain in his hand. 
 2 And he laid hold on the dragon, that old serpent, which is the Devil, and Satan, and bound him a thousand 
years, 
 3 And cast him into the bottomless pit, and shut him up, and set a seal upon him, that he should deceive the 
nations no more, till the thousand years should be fulfilled: and after that he must be loosed a little season. 
 4 And I saw thrones, and they sat upon them, and judgment was given unto them: and I saw the souls of them 
that were beheaded for the witness of Jesus, and for the word of God, and which had not worshipped the beast, 
neither his image, neither had received his mark upon their foreheads, or in their hands; and they lived and 
reigned with Christ a thousand years. 
 5 But the rest of the dead lived not again until the thousand years were finished. This is the first resurrection. 
 6 Blessed and holy is he that hath part in the first resurrection: on such the second death hath no power, but 
they shall be priests of God and of Christ, and shall reign with him a thousand years. 
 

5) THE EVENTS OF THE RAPTURE AS STATED IN SCRIPTURE. 
1. After the tribulation of those days (approximately 2,000 years/not the 7 year Day of 

the Lord) 
2. The sun will be darkened 
3. The moon shall not give her light 
4. Heavens shaken (earthquake) 
5. Stars fall 
6. Everyone shall see Him 
7. He will come in the clouds 
8. There will be the sound of a trumpet 
9. It will happen as suddenly and unexpectedly as the rain came in Noah’s day 
10. Dead resurrected 
11. Christians disappear 
 



6) CHRISTIANS WILL NOT HAVE TO GO THROUGH THE DAY OF THE LORD. 
The Rapture is the event that kicks off the Day of the Lord! 
 

1 Thessalonians 5:6 ¶ Therefore let us not sleep, as do others; but let us watch and be sober. 
 7 For they that sleep sleep in the night; and they that be drunken are drunken in the night. 
 8 But let us, who are of the day, be sober, putting on the breastplate of faith and love; and for an helmet, the 
hope of salvation. 
 9 For God hath not appointed us to wrath, but to obtain salvation by our Lord Jesus Christ, 
 10 Who died for us, that, whether we wake or sleep, we should live together with him. 
 11 ¶ Wherefore comfort yourselves together, and edify one another, even as also ye do. 
 

Isaiah 13:6 ¶ Howl ye; for the day of the LORD is at hand; it shall come as a destruction from the Almighty. 
 7 Therefore shall all hands be faint, and every man's heart shall melt: 
 8 And they shall be afraid: pangs and sorrows shall take hold of them; they shall be in pain as a woman that 
travaileth: they shall be amazed one at another; their faces shall be as flames. 
 9 Behold, the day of the LORD cometh, cruel both with wrath and fierce anger, to lay the land desolate: and 
he shall destroy the sinners thereof out of it. 
 10 For the stars of heaven and the constellations thereof shall not give their light: the sun shall be darkened in 
his going forth, and the moon shall not cause her light to shine. 
 11 And I will punish the world for their evil, and the wicked for their iniquity; and I will cause the arrogancy 
of the proud to cease, and will lay low the haughtiness of the terrible. 
 12 I will make a man more precious than fine gold; even a man than the golden wedge of Ophir. 
 13 Therefore I will shake the heavens, and the earth shall remove out of her place, in the wrath of the LORD 
of hosts, and in the day of his fierce anger. 
 

Joel 2:28 ¶ And it shall come to pass afterward, that I will pour out my spirit upon all flesh; and your sons and 
your daughters shall prophesy, your old men shall dream dreams, your young men shall see visions: 
 29 And also upon the servants and upon the handmaids in those days will I pour out my spirit. 
 30 And I will shew wonders in the heavens and in the earth, blood, and fire, and pillars of smoke. 
 31 The sun shall be turned into darkness, and the moon into blood, before the great and the terrible day of the 
LORD come. 
 32 And it shall come to pass, that whosoever shall call on the name of the LORD shall be delivered: for in 
mount Zion and in Jerusalem shall be deliverance, as the LORD hath said, and in the remnant whom the 
LORD shall call. 
 

Amos 5:18 Woe unto you that desire the day of the LORD! to what end is it for you? the day of the LORD is 
darkness, and not light. 
 19 As if a man did flee from a lion, and a bear met him; or went into the house, and leaned his hand on the 
wall, and a serpent bit him. 
 20 Shall not the day of the LORD be darkness, and not light? even very dark, and no brightness in it? 
 

Zephaniah 1:14 ¶ The great day of the LORD is near, it is near, and hasteth greatly, even the voice of the day of 
the LORD: the mighty man shall cry there bitterly. 
 15 That day is a day of wrath, a day of trouble and distress, a day of wasteness and desolation, a day of dark-
ness and gloominess, a day of clouds and thick darkness, 
 16 A day of the trumpet and alarm against the fenced cities, and against the high towers. 
 17 And I will bring distress upon men, that they shall walk like blind men, because they have sinned against 
the LORD: and their blood shall be poured out as dust, and their flesh as the dung. 
 18 Neither their silver nor their gold shall be able to deliver them in the day of the LORD'S wrath; but the 
whole land shall be devoured by the fire of his jealousy: for he shall make even a speedy riddance of all them 
that dwell in the land. 
 

1 Thesalonians 5:1 ¶ But of the times and the seasons, brethren, ye have no need that I write unto you. 
 2 For yourselves know perfectly that the day of the Lord so cometh as a thief in the night. 
 3 For when they shall say, Peace and safety; then sudden destruction cometh upon them, as travail upon a 
woman with child; and they shall not escape. 
 4 But ye, brethren, are not in darkness, that that day should overtake you as a thief. 
 5 Ye are all the children of light, and the children of the day: we are not of the night, nor of darkness. 



7) ONCE THE RAPTURE TAKES PLACE, NOBODY WHO HAD A CHANCE TO GET 
SAVED WILL BE ABLE TO GET SAVED. 
2 Thessalonians 2:8 And then shall that Wicked be revealed, whom the Lord shall consume with the spirit of 
his mouth, and shall destroy with the brightness of his coming: 
 9 Even him, whose coming is after the working of Satan with all power and signs and lying wonders, 
 10 And with all deceivableness of unrighteousness in them that perish; because they received not the love of 
the truth, that they might be saved. 
 11 And for this cause God shall send them strong delusion, that they should believe a lie: 
 12 That they all might be damned who believed not the truth, but had pleasure in unrighteousness. 
 

8) NOBODY KNOWS THE DAY NOR THE HOUR OF THE RAPTURE. 

Matthew 25:13 Watch therefore, for ye know neither the day nor the hour wherein the Son of man cometh. 
 

9) MAKE SURE YOU ARE READY FOR THE RAPTURE. 
Matthew 24:42 Watch therefore: for ye know not what hour your Lord doth come. 
 43 But know this, that if the goodman of the house had known in what watch the thief would come, he would 
have watched, and would not have suffered his house to be broken up. 
 44 Therefore be ye also ready: for in such an hour as ye think not the Son of man cometh. 
 

Mark 13:33 Take ye heed, watch and pray: for ye know not when the time is. 
 34 For the Son of man is as a man taking a far journey, who left his house, and gave authority to his servants, 
and to every man his work, and commanded the porter to watch. 
 35 Watch ye therefore: for ye know not when the master of the house cometh, at even, or at midnight, or at the 
cockcrowing, or in the morning: 
 36 Lest coming suddenly he find you sleeping. 
 37 And what I say unto you I say unto all, Watch. 
 

Once the Rapture takes place, you will not be able to get right with God, fix problems, win any 
more souls, or do anything else for the Lord. 
 

Romans 13:11 ¶ And that, knowing the time, that now it is high time to awake out of sleep: for now is our sal-
vation nearer than when we believed. 
 12 The night is far spent, the day is at hand: let us therefore cast off the works of darkness, and let us put on 
the armour of light. 
 13 Let us walk honestly, as in the day; not in rioting and drunkenness, not in chambering and wantonness, not 
in strife and envying. 
 14 But put ye on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make not provision for the flesh, to fulfil the lusts thereof. 


